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SHIPPED COOLED SEMEN GUIDELINES

Thank you for considering our stallion,  McCurdy’s New Tradition.  The use of transported cooled semen will give today’s breeders an opportunity to obtain offspring from stallions not normally available due to geography and transportation cost.  J-Bar Farm and Kennel has also taken advantage of shipped semen.  Please take a moment to review this informational article.
Advantages of shipped semen:

1. Reduced stress on mare and foal.

2. Reduced risk of illness.

3. Reduced stress on mare owner. (We all worry about our horses when they are on the road and away from home)

4. The ability to breed mare to stallions from virtually anywhere in the US and Canada.

Disadvantages of shipped semen:

1. Reduced conception rates (when compared to live cover).

2. Unavailability of experienced veterinarian or reproduction specialist.

3. A need for increased mare owner vigilance and awareness of mare’s heat cycle.

If the mare receiving shipped semen is in sound breeding condition, is developing good follicles, and an experienced veterinarian or reproductive specialist is used, it is possible that only one shipment of semen will be needed.  Occasionally, it will take a second shipment.  It is rare, however, for more than two shipments, but it can happen.  For best results, follow the protocol as outlined by your veterinarian and/or reproduction specialist.
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Choosing a Veterinarian and/or Reproduction Specialist:

Before breeding season, you must choose an equine veterinarian or reproduction specialist who is knowledgeable, experienced, and properly equipped for equine reproduction.  Not all veterinarians specialize in this area.  If you veterinarian is not trained or does not 

own an ultrasound, you may want to interview other veterinarians in your area. J-Bar Farm and Kennel has chosen to limit the shipment of semen to only mares that can be readily ultrasounded for optimum breeding efficiency.  Palpation alone is not acceptable.

Preparing for a cooled semen shipment:

1. BEFORE BREEDING SEASON:  Contact your veterinarian and inform him/her of your intention to use shipped semen.  If you wish  to breed an open or maiden mare early, (February or March), it is very important to recreate the lighting conditions of the mare’s normal cycle.  This in most cases will require the mare to be placed under light for 12-16 hours a day, for 60 days prior to breeding date.  Consult your veterinarian or reproduction specialist for the best protocol.

2. VETERINARIAN BREEDING SOUNDNESS EXAM:  At the beginning of the breeding season, it is a good practice to have your open and maiden mares examined for breeding soundness.  The veterinarian should check for uterine tone as well as the presence of any cysts.  This information will help prevent cysts from being confused with a viable follicle.  If your mare is to be 

bred  on foal heat, your veterinarian should examine the mare 

     for  vaginal  tears and any signs of infection that would prevent    

     conception.

3. ORDERING YOUR SHIPMENT OF SEMEN:  Your veterinarian 

and/or reproduction specialist must prearrange with J-Bar Farm and Kennel for the proper timing of the semen shipment.  J-Bar Farm and Kennel has  its  stallion collected on Monday – Wednesday – Friday.  We must be notified 48 hours prior to your shipment date.  The request must be confirmed by 8:00pm 
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the night prior to shipment date.  Bear  in mind that Saturday shipments can be risky and are much more costly.  There are NO SUNDAY shipments.

4. SHIPPING AND COLLECTION COST:  One shipment contain-

ing enough chilled semen for two inseminations is included with the prepaid stud fee.  If the mare does not settle on first shipment, your veterinarian or reproductive specialist must contact us for the timing of additional shipment.  We will not charge an additional breeding fee for up to three shipments, but collection and shipping fees do apply to each subsequent shipment.  Prorated breeding fee will be applied if more than three shipments are required.   Shipment will include a semen evaluation.  The mare owner is responsible for all container charges to send container back to J-Bar Farm and Kennel by overnight delivery or 2 day express immediately after insemination of mare.  If more shipments are needed mare owner is responsible for all container shipping charges TO and FROM the breeding farm.  If same day or “counter to counter” service is requested by mare owner there will be extra charges involved which the mare owner is responsible for all actual costs involved with “counter to counter” service.  The mare owner will be billed at the end of the same month that semen is shipped for all actual shipping costs which will be payable by 

mare  owner and due upon receipt.  The fees for Air Shipment are approximately $75 plus a $150 currier fee. Depending on destination location, J-Bar Farm and Kennel does not guarantee the availability of “counter to counter” service.

Please sign and return the enclosed Contract as soon as possible.  It is important for you to understand that twice as much  semen is used for shipment versus insemination on the farm.  This limits the number of shipments and even availability, especially during the busy months of the breeding season.

Shipped semen does require a little more mare owner participation, but the rewards are well worth the effort.  We will 
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work closely with you and your veterinarian/specialist to guide you through the process.  If you have any questions,  DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT US:

Home: (503) 266-3411  Email:  snook@pdx.net
Fax:  (503) 266-2402
I have received, read, and understand the Shipped Semen Guidelines and agree to participate.

_____________________          _______  ___________

Mare owner/Agent signature                          Date               Phone

                                                                              _____________

                                                                              Email

_________________________           ________   ____   _______

Address                                                               City                 State    Zip

(Please sign and return this portion with your Contract and fee, and retain the copy for your reference – thank you!)
